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their own languages and to a minor degree customs which
an orthodox Moslem would regard as superstitious. The
Barabra of the Nile valley still speak their ancient dialects,
and the Hadendoa, Bisharin and Beni Amer still speak
their own Hamitic and Semitic tongues though all these
peoples are Muslimln. In Darfur and Kordofan a number
of indigenous languages still flourish, above all Fur, among
Negroid peoples who profess Islam. It is likely, however,
that many languages spoken by numerically weak peoples
will not survive, and some have already disappeared :
the breaking up of indigenous cultural units was greatly
advanced by Egyptian and Mahdist rule.
Before passing to the Southern Sudan two ethnological
controversies concerning the Northern Sudan may be
lightly touched upon, the position of the so-called Nubian
dialects, spoken in northern Kordofan, and the origin of
the Fung.
Some of the languages spoken on hills in northern
Kordofan were shown by Lepsius to resemble the Berberine
dialects. Prof. Seligman considers that the resemblances
are due to borro"wing from Danagla who are known to
have traded and settled in Kordofan over a very long
period. Prof. Westermann finds this explanation in-
acceptable, and Dr. Zyhlarz believes that he has shown
conclusively that the Berberine dialects and those spoken
on the hills of northern Kordofan are separate branches
of the same Nubian language. However, it would be
unwise at present to express a final, opinion.
It is remarkable that we do not know the racial and
cultural origins of the aristocracy who ruled an empire
lasting from the 15th century till Mohamed Ali's con-
quest of the Sudan, an empire which at its zenith in-
corporated Dongola and Kordofan. When we first obtain
historical information about the Fung they ruled from
84